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Black History Month: Ingersoll

Charles Kelly 1892-1933
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Charles Edward “Charlie” Kelly was 
born on 29 August 1892 in Ingersoll.
I le was raised at 140 Carroll Street, 
one of two sons to Arabella
I lenderson and Charles I lenry 
Kelly.
As a child he displayed a natural 
athleticism. When he enlisted in the I 
Battalion on 2 February 1916, he 
described his occupation as “athlete! 
Private Kelly sailed with No. 2 
Construction Battalion to England in 
March 1917. Besides infantry training, 
soldiers also played sports to provide 
exercise and entertainment. Here Private 
Kelly's baseball abilities caught the eye of 
officers. I le was recruited for the 
Canadian Forestry Corps team to play in a 
small Canadian league in England.
Kelly became their stand-out pitcher. 
Surprisingly, this was an integrated team 
at a time when Black soldiers were often 
made unwelcome by other soldiers. King 
George V enjoyed baseball but only 
watched two games during the war. The 
first of these was on 8 September 1917, 
played at Windsor Castle. The game pitted 
the Canadian Forestry Corps “Foresters” 
against a team from Orpington Hospital. 
Private Kelly pitched an outstanding 
game. I le scored the team's first run in the 
bottom of the Sth inning to “deafening” 
applause. After the game the King came ‘ 
onto the field and shook hands with the 
players, including Charlie Kelly's.
On 8 October 1918, Private Kelly finally 
had his chance to contribute more • > • : - ; ’ A • ’ |
^substantially to the war effort. I le was 
transferred to No. 8 Company of the 
Canadian Forestry Corps. This company 
was composed largely of Black soldiers. • 
Its' role was to repair and improve 
airfields for the Royal Air Force (RAF) in 
France and Belgium.
After the war, Kelly would become the 
star pitcher for the Ingersoll baseball 
team. Above prepared by Black Canadian
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